
Anemone Sylvestris
Snowdrop Windflower

Height: 16” Spread:  12”
Form: 

Fragrant satiny white nodding flowers in May and June. Best in a humus soil in bright shade. Flowers fade 
to form cottony seed heads. Can repeat bloom in fall's cooler weather. 



Astilbe (varied)
Astilbe

Height: 16-24” Spread:  18-24”
Form: 

Astilbes lend a refined grace to perennial borders. Lush deeply cut foliage is attractive for the entire 
season and is colored from green to bronze. Astilbes produce an airy plume in summer that moves with 

the slightest breeze. Effective anywhere with rich moist soil and partial shade.



Athyrium filix-femina
Lady Fern

Height: 18-30” Spread: 18-24”
Form: upright

Handsome crowns of feathery fronds are typical of this genus. Delicate and lacy with arching fronds and 
dark red stems at maturity. Strong-growing and dependable, the Lady Ferns are great garden plants. 
Tough and easy to grow, this beauty is the right choice for perennial borders and woodlands alike. A 

breathtaking flush of new fronds appears in the spring, with new leaves appearing throughout the season 
for a continuously fresh look..



Athyrium nipponicum 'Pictum' 
Japanese Painted Fern

Height: 12-18” Spread: 18-24”
Form: upright

Charming throughout the growing season, Japanese painted fern provides a rare departure from the 
greens of the shade garden with its seemingly hand-painted, airy fronds. The 12-inch fronds are silvery-

gray, almost appearing metallic. But the beautiful garnet-colored veins that extend to the tips of the 
leaflets really steal the show.   'Pictum' forms dense clumps when established.  'Pictum' was named a 

2002 Growers' Choice Award recipient by Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association. 



Brunnera macrophylla (varied)
Siberian Bugloss

Height: 12-18” Spread: 18-24”
Form: Groundcover

A lush spreading perennial for shade gardens valued equally for foliage and flowers. Heart-shaped 8 inch 
leaves are borne on dense emerald green mounding plants. Blooms in early to late spring lasting about 
four weeks. Bright violet blue flowers with five petals and yellow center resemble forget-me-nots. Well 

adapted to wet ground edging wetlands. Solution to problem low wet spots in damp shade. Mulch to keep 
roots cool in hot weather and prevent premature heat-induced dormancy. Divide every four years. 



Coreopsis (varied) 
Tickseed

Height: 18” Spread: 24”
Form: Perennial shrub

Long blooming daisy-like flowers.  Blooms over a long season from early summer through fall. A vigorous 
perennial for increasing interest in beds and borders. 



Echinacea magnus
Snowdrop Windflower

Height: 3’ Spread:  16”
Form: 

Remains one of the finest border plants. Coarse deep green 8" leaves are serrated and act as a pleasing 
foil for smaller plants. Flower petals radiate downward from a pronounced central seed head. Long lasting 

as a cut flower, and attractive to butterflies. Flowers abound in early summer, then continue until frost. 
Where most coneflower's petals point down, Magnus' are held more horizontally with extra large pink 

flowers.   Perennial Plant Association 1998 Plant of the Year. 



Geranium macrorrhizum
Groundcover Geranium

Height: 12-18” Spread:  15”
Form: Groundcover

A great groundcover geranium. Light pink flowers with darker sepals and stems are held high above thick 
green foliage. Tolerates bright shade and drier soils.



Hemerocallis (varied)
Daylilies

Height: 16-36” Spread:  18-24”
Form: upright

Selected for their abundance of blossoms, vibrant colors, and hardiness in a variety of climates and soils. 
Carefree, pest resistant and free of daylily rust disease - outstanding. They even grow under Black Walnut 

trees and along salted driveways. 



Heuchera (varies)
Coralbells

Height: 18-24” Spread: 12-16”
Form: 

Vigorous and large flowered, these varieties make excellent border plants with their nearly evergreen 
foliage in neat clumps. Bright flowers are held aloft on airy stems in May through July. 



Lavandula
Lavender

Height: 20” Spread:  14”
Form: upright

Almost silver foliage with the deepest purple blue flowers.  Its ornamental compact habit along with gray 
green scented foliage make it a welcome addition to the perennial border. Flowers in summer. Use it in 

dry gardens, barren slopes, or bordering a sunny path. 



Liatris spicata
Blazing star

Height: 24” Spread:  14”
Form: upright

A native American wildflower excellent for border, meadow, or wild garden settings. Spikes of lavender or 
white flowers from summer into fall atop narrow ribbon foliage. Drought resistant, good for cut or dried 

flowers. Lavender flowers on multiple spikes seldom taller than 2 1/2'. 



Nepeta x faassenii 'Walker's Low' 
Walker's Low Catmint

Height: 10-15” Spread:  24”
Form: mounding

Soft, fragrant mounds of gray-green foliage with sprays of large, distinct spikes of bluish purple flowers 
from April to October. Compact, prolific and beautiful! Named for English garden Walker's Low.   Useful 
for partially shaded beds and borders, requiring little care once established. Excellent for cascading off 

walls or container edges and as groundcover that grows somewhat drought resistant with time. 
Consummate flowers of both hummingbirds and butterflies. 2007 Perennial Plant of the Year. 



Pachysandra terminalis
Japanese Spurge

Height: 6-10” Spread:   
Form: Groundcover

Excellent ground cover for small shady areas. Has attractive stems that hold extremely glossy, bright 
green leaves. Evergreen. 



Paeonia (varied) 
Peony

Height: 24-36” Spread: 24-36”
Form: Perennial shrub

Peonies are herbaceous perennials arising from thickened tuberous roots. Largely invisible, hidden 
underground most of the year, they are quite spectacular when they emerge. In spring, purple divided 
leaves push through the soil, rapidly unfurling and turning green. The fine foliage is attractive in its own 

right, the flowers are very showy, coming in three types: single or semi-double, Japanese, with one row of 
petals and a large center, and highly ruffled double forms. The colors generally range from white, light 

pink to magenta and red. 



Perovskia atriplicifolia
Russian Sage

Height: 2-4’ Spread: 2-3’
Form: 

Long spikes of silvery-blue flowers accent its complimentary silver-gray spicy foliage. Flowers almost two 
months from the summer into the fall. Shrub size semi-woody plants for full sun. Russian Sage should not 
be cut back further than 12" after frost in the fall, leaving some stem buds for next year's growth. Drought 

tolerant. 



Pulmonaria (varied)
Lungwort

Height: 12” Spread: 24”
Form: Groundcover

A colorful addition to the shade garden! Lungwort cultivars produce blue or pink flowers in early spring.  
These are easily grown plants if given full or partial shade and any ordinary soil. Useful ground cover 

under shrubs and along paths. Some of them have leaves that are spotted with silver.  



Rudbeckia fulgida (varied)
Black Eyed Susan

Height: 24” Spread: 18”
Form: Groundcover

Easy to grow perennial with flowers of golden yellow to yellow petals with black-brown centers. Great in 
borders for cut flowers or naturalized in woodland gardens. 



Sieboldiana Funkia
Frances William Hosta

Height: 36” Spread:  24”
Form: upright

Large rounded green blue leaves. A wide golden variegation circles each leaf. White flowers borne just 
above foliage in late summer. This one is an American Hosta Society Distinguished Merit Award Winner. 



Hosta x Patriot 
Patriot Hosta

Height: 12” Spread:  20”
Form: upright

Bold, dark green foliage displaying a gleaming white, 1-inch wide margin to the leaves. Brightens a shady 
border.



Sedum x ‘Autumn Joy’
Autumn Joy Stonecrop

Height: 24” Spread:  18”
Form: upright

Bold clusters of closely packed, rosy pink flowers appear in late summer, age to a salmon bronze and 
finish with a deep coppery red in fall. An easy-to-grow plant that not only tolerates drought, but seems to 

thrive in it. This brilliant display of color attracts butterflies. 



Sedum (varies)
Groundcover Stonecrop

Height: 4” Spread: 12- 18”
Form: Groundcover

Excellent drought-tolerant plants. Flowering late spring and summer. They enjoy full sun, but tolerates 
some shade. 



Thymus praecox pseudolanuginosus
Woolly Thyme

Height: 3” Spread:   
Form: Groundcover

Soft and silvery, tightly knit, it makes a great filler for in between pavers or along borders. It rarely flowers 
which makes it a good choice for those allergic to bees



Vinca minor 
myrtle

Height: 3” Spread:   
Form: Groundcover

One of the best groundcovers for shade, displaying shiny, dense luxuriant foliage. To enhance the 
spectacular foliage are pale lavender-blue flowers in spring. 


