
 
 

CARING FOR DECKS AND WOOD STRUCTURES 
(PRESSURE TREATED AND CEDAR) 

 

 
Decks are ready for immediate use once complete.  (In the case of treated 
lumber, use caution because surfaces can remain slippery for several weeks 
after installation) 
 
Sealing the wood on your deck is highly recommended to extend the life of 
your pressure treated wood. When water enters the wood and then dries out, 
it can cause the wood to expand and contract which leads to splitting and 
cracking. Sealing your deck can help prevent this from happening. Many 
people have one main question regarding sealing their deck, how do they 
know when it is needed. A very simple test is this, pour some water on the 
pressure treated wood of your deck. If the moisture "beads up" it is not time to 
reseal the wood on your deck. However, if the area becomes a large dark 
mark on the surface, it is time to seal. 
 
Pressure treated wood should not be sealed for at least 3 months after 
installation to allow the pores to open and surface treatments to dry.  Wood 
can be painted at this time as well – but best results are achieved by waiting a 
year or so to paint.  Cedar and redwood lumber should also be sealed, but 
again should not be sealed for at least 3 months.  Prior to sealing, wash 
decking thoroughly with a power washer, pre-mixed deck wash or half-and-
half mixture of bleach and water.  Allow the deck to dry for 24 hours prior to 
sealing.  Sealing should be done every one to two years in the fall or early 
spring.  (Sealers tend to protect horizontal deck surfaces for 1-2 years and 
vertical surfaces for 3-4 years.) 
 
 

 

Please call us with any questions on 
maintaining your new landscaping.  And 

thanks again for your business! 
 

Treasured Earth LLC 
(248) 380-8000 

WWW.TREASURED-EARTH.COM 
 

 
 

 


